
UNCLASSIFIED

AD NUMBER

CLASSIFICATION CHANGES
TO:
FROM:

LIMITATION CHANGES
TO:

FROM:

AUTHORITY

THIS PAGE IS UNCLASSIFIED

AD500069

UNCLASSIFIED

CONFIDENTIAL

Approved for public release; distribution is
unlimited. Document partially illegible.

Distribution authorized to U.S. Gov't. agencies
and their contractors;
Administrative/Operational Use; 11 NOV 1968.
Other requests shall be referred to Office of
the Adjutant General (Army), Washington, DC
20310. Document partially illegible.

AGO D/A ltr, 29 Apr 1980; AGO D/A ltr, 29 Apr
1980



THIS REPORT HAS BEEN DELIMITED 

AND CLEARED FOR  PUBLIC RELEASE 

UNDER DOD DIRECTIVE 5200,20 AND 

NO  RESTRICTIONS ARE  IMPOSED UPON 

ITS USE AND DISCLOSURE, 

DISTRIBUTION STATEMENT A 

APPROVED FOR PUBLIC RELEASE; 

DISTRIBUTION UNLIMITED, 

BEST COPY 

AVAILABLE 



r 

CO 

o 
iß 

5 

CONFIDENTIAL 
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OFFICE OF THE ADJUTANT GENERAL 

WASHINGTON. D.C.   20310 

IN REPLY REFER TO 

AGAM-P (M)        (10 Feb 69) FOR 0T UT   684104 24 February  1969 

SUBJECT:    Operational Report - Leesone Learned, Headquarteri, 145th Combat 
Aviation Battalion, Period Ending  31 October  1968 (U) 
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1. Subject report is forwarded for review and evaluation in accordance 
with paragraph 5b, AR 525-15. Evaluations and corrective actiona should 
be reported to ACSFOR 0T UT, Operational Reports Branch, within 90 days 
of receipt of covering letter. 

2. Information contained in this report is provided to Insure appropriate 
benefits in the future from lessons learned during current operations snd 
may be adapted for use in developing training material. 

BY ORDER OF THE SECRETARY OF THE ARMY: 

i , 

Jjt£jLU~ 
•^     KENNETH G. WICKHAM 

Major General, USA 
1 Incl 
ss 
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CONFIDENTIAL 
DEPARTMENT OF THE ARM! 

HEADQUARTERS, U5TH OOMMT AVIATEON BArALION 
APO San Francisco   96227 

ATOC-CC 11 Novenber 1968 

SUBJECT:    Operational Report of U5th Conibat Aviation Battalion for 
period endinf 31 October (nCS CSPC^-iJ) (RI) (U) (UlCt 
WCYNAA) 

SEE DISTRIBUnON 

1,    (C)    Section 1. Operations;    SjgnllUcfint Activitlea 

a. The ndstilon of this battalion has net changed during this 
reportixxg period. 

b. Organiza tion 

(1) The 32Ath Airfield Support Detachment vos pttached to Hesd- 
quarters and Herdquarters Detachment, 1i+5th Conibat Aviation Battalion 
on 1 August I960. 

(2) The Organization of the H5th Combat Aviation Battalion durinp 
this reporting period included the following units, located as indicated, 
(See Incl 1) 

c. Significant personnel changes during the reporting period were 
as follows: 

(1) Coramiinding Officer,  HHh ComK. t Aviption Battalion 

No Change 

(2) Battalion Executive Officer 11 Aug 68 

Outgoing:    Major Edmund L Fuchs 01936032 
Incoming:    Mo.jor James I Ransbotham 04033560 

(3) Battalion S-1/Adjutant 1? Sep 6Ö 

Outgoing:    Cpt William E Bannister 053206^1 
Incoming:    Cpt Michael J Jett 053326U 

Battalion S-1/Adjutant 8 Oct 68 

Outgoing:    Cpt Michael J Jett 053326U 
Incoming:    Cpt John D Hoakinsor 05330166 

__ U) Battalion S-2 1  Sep 68 
PöRCTUT 

^UD^ Outgoing:    Major Boyce 0 IlcKinney 091928 
' 1 Incoming:    Cpt Larry R Page 05318557 

OOWNMAKD AT 3 YEAIINTIRVALS; mMFIRFNTIAI 
DECLASSIFIED AFHR 12 YEAK. UUHMUtll 11 AL 

DOD DM 5200.10 1 



CONFIDENTIAL 
(5) Battalion S-3 1 Sep 68 

Outgoing!    llajor ITpvid E Hapler 04010A57 
Incoming:    Major Riffen A Marr OF1057A9 

(6) Battalion S-4 11 Aug 68 

Outgoing:    Major Charles R Mix 04005918 
Incoming:    Major Enmett R Conrow 02291837 

(7) Commanding Officer, 68th Assault Helicopter Company 2k Sep 68 

Outgoing:    LTC Billy G Sims 089607 
Incoming:    Major Richard S Daum 090745 

(8) Executive Officer, 68th Assault Helicopter Company 1 Kov 68 

Outgoing:    Major .-»ichard S Daum 090745 
Incoming:    CPT Geoffrey R I'ebster 05233880 

(9) Executive Officer,  118th Assault Helicopter Company 6 Sep 68 

Outgoing:    Major Robert G Shain 087369 
Incoming:    Major Bobby L Moore 0F103880 

(10) Connanding Officer, 135th Assault Helicopter Compaty li» Oct 68 

Outgoing:    LlC Robert I L Osbourn 04011634 
Incoming:    Major Paul E Haetz 095006 

(11) Executive Officer,  135'h Assault Helicopter Company 1 Oct 68 

Outgoing:    LCDIt TJeil Ralph EIN 0949 
Incoming:    LCDR Graham 8 Rohrshiem RAN 01516 

(12) Commanding Officer,  190th Assault Helicopter Company 2 Aug 68 

Outgoing:    Major Charles U Vaughn 082302 
Incominr:    Major Charles R Byrd 085962 

(13) Executive Officer,  190th Assault Helicopter Company 2 Aug 68 

Outgoing:    I'^jor James R Boyd 085917 
Incoming:    Major John ^ Lcisch III 0F105731 

(14) Coimianding Officer, 334th Armed Helicopter Coinpany 28 Sep 68 

Outgoing:    Major Joel J Mikuta 074394 
Incoming:    Major Charles A Edwards 085158 

(15) Executive Officer, 334th Armed Helicopter Company 28 Sep 68 

Outgoing:    Major Russell A Bronson 074394 
Incoming:    CPT Stanley C Sluaarz 05420497 

CONFIDENTIAL 
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Executive Officer, 334th Armed Helicopter Cospengr 10 Oct 68 

Outgoing: CPT Stanley G Sluxerz 05420497 
Incoming: Major Saniry L Childa 04075777 

d. Unit Strengths as of 31 Oct 68 

(1) Military: 

Subordinate 
Unit 

Officer 
Auth        0/H 

\ 
Auth 

m 
0/H 

EM 
Auth   0/H 

TOTAL 
Auth     0/H 

68th AHC 
118th AHC 
135th AHC 
190th AHC 
334th AHC 
HHD 
145th CAB 

17 
17 
17 
16 
31 
27 

125 1 

17 
19 
15 
20 
14 
26 
11 

53 
53 
54 
53 
26 
11 

250 

43 
40 
44 
39 
38 

9 
213 

229   207 
229   194 
241*   199 
220   198 
217    194 
151    171 

1?90 1163 

299     267 
299     253 
315     258 
289     257 
274     246 
189     206 

1665   1487 

(2)   Civilian: 

Subordinate 
Unit 

DAG 
Auth     0/H 

VN 
Auth D/H 

ION 
/.uth   o/n 

Contractor 
Auth     OA? 

68th AHC 
11 8th AHC 
135th AHC 
190th AHC 
334th AHC 
HHD 
145th CAB 

0 
0 
0 
0 

• 0 
0 
0 

0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 

21 
1 
0 
1 

13 
14 
50 

21 
1 
0 
1 

13 
14 
50 

0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 

0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 

0         0 
0         0 
0         0 
0       .0 
0         0 
0         0 
0         0 

PERSOI&EL (QiLISTED) GAINS USD LOSSES FOR 'lUCUST,  SEPTRJWf '.VTl OCDBER 

unit AUG 
Gain Loss 

SEP 
Gain Loss 

OCT 
GRin Loss 

68th AHC 
391st 
282nd 

12 
7 
0 

15 
6 
0 

12 
10 
0 

28 
5 
0 

■ 

24     19 
6       5 
0       0 

118th AHC 
573rd 
198th 

16 
4 
1 

19 
12 

1 

15 
13 

1 

23 
3 
2 

13     14 

i I 
135th AHC 
614th 
68th Sig 
87th 

197th 

14 
9 
0 
0 
1 

18 
9 
0 
0 
1 

• 

33 
18 
0 
0 
0 

51 
15 

2 
1 
1 

27     11 
10       3 
0 1 
1 0 
1       0 
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190th AHC 
605th 

20 
12 

32 
9 

9 
5 

21 
4 

15 
B 

5 
2 

334th AHC 
571 at 
320th 

17 
3 
1 

11 
8 
0 

17 
12 
0 

17 
7 
1 

29 
ft 
0 

11 
5 
0 

HHD 12 12 11 16 11 12 
Scty Pit 
430th 
520th 

1 
0 

3 
1 
0 

0 
0 
0 

3 
1 
1 

? 
1 
0 

2 
1 
1 

e. Aircraft Status as of 31 October 1968 (Incl 2) 

f. Operational Results as of 31 October 1968 (Incl 3) 

g. Awards snd Decorations:    The following r.v&rös were received by 
merabers of the battalion during the period 1 August 1968 thrcugh 31 
October 1968. 

AWARDS 

LM 
SS 
DPC 
BS "V" 
BS 
AM "V" 
AM 
ACM "V" 
ACb 
PH 

^a^'B£^ RECEIVED 

i 
14 
47 

8 
46 
83 

2648 
14 
63 
30 

h.    (C)    Intelligence Situation 

During early August the eneny forces in the III Corps Tactical 7one 
generally avoided contact and attempted to resupply nn^ reorganiee his 
assets for a new offensive which *rs eventually to begin aprsroximptely 
25 August,    It was obvious almost from the beginftlng that there WPS' 
going to be a major chrnge in the VC/NVA strategy ir this offensive. 
In previous offensives the eneny drives were characterized by attempts 
to move major forces directly against the capitrl .inH other mpjor 
population centers.    In this offensive the eneny struck pt the outlaying 
provinces, concentrating his efforts in the Tay Ninh, Return, fmd Loc 
Ninh areas.    It is believed that his reason for doing this ws to draw 
forces away from the capital military district (CMD) so that forces 
positioned in the Angel's Wing and Parrot's Beak are« of Tenbodip could 
have relatively free movement into Saipon through the southern approacheo 
to the city.   Captured documents and POW's also pointed to a secondary 
mission for the eneny forces operating in the Tay Ninh area end tlvt ws 
to cause as much damage to the 25th US Division's combat effectiveness 
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CONFIDENTIAL 
as possible vrtiile practicing for the first time Lirpe scale economy of 
force meRsures,   The VC/NVA forces ls.unched three multi-bPttelion Bleed 
attacks against Tny Minh City, two of which succeeded In occuojring 
portions of the city for short periods of time without accomplishing 
their objective of sufficiently wefkeninp the forces in the CfT) to insure 
a successful offer^ive.    As a result of his foilure, he ap^in fulled 
back into his base oress to reorgpnize nnrl resupply his forces. 

Since early September the enemy lias continued to avoid contact fnd 
is believed to be prep?rinf  for yet another offensive which is to be 
initiated at some future dr-te.    In the meantine +he enemy is expected 
to continue with incre-sed eraph"sis on terrorist,  spoper, pnd st^nd off 
type attacks against np jor tprpots whiile conducting hervy at+ncks against 
lightly defended targets to provide his recent replacements with fl source 
of excellent combat training. 

i,   Qperatioqs 

(1)    Combat Operations 

This battalion continues to be committed daily to tasks varying 
from conibat support missions to battalion sized combat assault operations^ 
with the emphasis being placed on comp&ny sized combat assault operations. 
The battalion is normnlly committed daily for three combrt assault 
companies, one general support helicopter company, and a variety of 
armed helicopter missions, including three firefly teams from the 3?Ath 
Armed Helicopter Company.    The normal mission profile for the conibat 
assault helicopter is tf>n UH-1D lift helicopters,  one commpnd and control 
helicopter, one maintenance helicopter,  one smoke helicopter, and four 
armed helicopters from the unit's assets.    In addition spare aircraft 
are taken if they are ^vnliable. 

(2)    Counter Kortar; 

(a)    The bien Hoa Air BMM was subject to eneny rocket/mortar 
attacks on nine occasions, on five dates during this reporting period. 
These attacks occurred as shown below. 

TIME/DATE HIT; J3ER OF ROirTg Tl\V. CT. 70 TV.TTAIJON AREA 

010022 Aug 
063022 Aug 
230025 Aug 
225830 Aug 
030008 Sep 
060208 Sep 
062608 5ep 
085508 Sep 
232526 Oct 

12 
4 

17 
11 

1 
4 
3 
2 

Rds 
Rds 
Rds 
Rds 
Rd 
Rds 
Rds 
Rds 

10 Rds 

122ram Rkt 
122mm Rkt 
122mm Rkt 
122mm Rkt 
107inn Rkt 
107mm Rkt 
107mm Rkt 
107mra Rkt 
107mm Rkt 

(b)    During this reporting period the 1A5th Combat Aviation 
Battalion retained the responsibility of prinrry command and control 
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of nil Armed helicopter light firete^ms utlHaed in support of OFIAN 
Checkmate,   A Commrnd ft Control helicopter hri been flown nifhtly by 
menberB of this brttrlion -nri tlM hours hr.ve been exprnded from 2300- 
0A00 to 2100-0600 in support of this Operation. 

J,   Training 

(1) Mandatory Training 

(r.)    Jfrnd^.tory Training rs outlined in US. RV Regulation 350-1 rnd 
12th Conbrt Avi-tion Group ReguL^tion 350-1  is beinp conducted b.v rll 
units in this br.ttrlion.    Diurinp this reporting period P replacement 
program vns set up to utilize the frcilitios of the Screaming Ergle 
Replacement Trnining School of the 101st Airborne Division.    The program 
of instruction in uac by the 101st '.irborne Division b"s been modified 
to reduce the loss of aper-'tionrl Tnn.nhoiu's incurred.    Their six dp.y 
training schedule hrti bocn reduced to two .^nd ono-hrlf drys per mrn by 
roschodiiling cL-'sses to .-woid blocks of instruction tiirt are rerulrnd 
only by 101st Division reßuL-tions,    This program seons to be beneficial 
in that it gives both tho divisio.   troops "nd the'rvi'-tion troone a • 
chance to learn mutual respect for the others .-job.   A supolement^ry 
training program being developed to provifio the reotiircd training when 
the division training lord is too grent to permit the school to accomodate 
non-divisional replacements. 

(b)    Tho L-rck of fi suitable CBR training site in the Bion Ho^A-ong 
Binh area continues to preclude cfrective CBR training« 

(2) Assigned Training Tasks 

(a) During, this reporting period six VM'F rvintors (three Staff 
Officers and three VIIIF pilots) were nvrrded a certificate of graduation 
upon completion of trnnsition trrining in the UH-1D.    In addition, two 
staff officer "aviators and four operational BviAtflVf ftW presently 
undergoing this type of training vdth the assault helicopter companies 
of this battalion.    The strff officers ^re trained for r period of 
approxinr.tely three weeks idiile the oper"tion.',l fviatcrs remain with the 
battalion for a period of rpprcocinr.tely three months.    Upon completion 
of the transition phase of their training they remain vrith the units 
that trained then and fly the daily missions with that unit, 

(b) The battalion hrs received six allocptionB to the Nnvy's Jungle 
Environmental Surviv.-.l Trpining Schocl rnd three allocations to the Air 
Force Jungle Survival School.    All rssigned ouotas have been filled and 
distributed among the units with the emphasis on giving eAch unit as 
many school qualified personnel in this field rs posHible,    The battalion 
favors slightly the crews that -re rssigned to firefly duty because it 
is felt that they .ire the ones most likely to be faced with a survival 
situation» 

(c) In-Country training and orientation for newly assigned senior 
offlcere continues to be done in this battalion.   These officers normally 

7 
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stay from two to three: drvs.   During thrt period, they sre afforded the 
opportunity to perticippte in the wricus types of ndsnions flown by 
this battalion. 

(3)    Physical Security 

The physical security plan has been revised during this reoorting 
period to incorporate numerous changes Mvt were made to the oripioivl 
plan.    The pirn remains under constant review and changes *re wide as 
necessary to improve the overall security of the battalion.    During 
this reporting period a lighting system h-s been installed "round the 
aircroft revetment area.   Some of the units h?ve :ilso installed one or 
two lights in each aircraft revetment to help detect the presence of 
sappers during the hours of darkness and this hrs also proved to be 
useful to crews performing night maintenance on aircraft.    The aircraft 
revetment area has a3so been surrounded with »  system of eighteen two- 
man bunkers which are ntirned during any increased threat to this 
battalion and are the battalion's primary defense against sappers who 
ncy have mpjiaged to penetrate the airbase nerjjneter under the cover of 
darkness and/or rocket/mortar attack.    It hrs also proven beneficial 
to ecuip the five burners which are utilize-1 in the defense of the 
battalion's sector of the Bien Hoa Air Base perimeter with -"N/PR0-?5 
radios to allow them to communicate with the battalion commander when 
he is mobile and also to provide the bunkers vnth a .means'to contact 
the firefly aircraft that check the perimeter as required, 

k.    Sicnal 

(1) During the period the subordinate units of company level 
completed the necessary transnetions to establish their own COMSEC 
(Crypto) accounts - including the oroparation of tha CRYPTO f^clHty. 
CÜHSEC eouipment wss reouisitioned and received bgr'Weh account, and FM 
Voice Secure (FM) was established in the b-tt^lion, to include a 7U- 
hour FM Secure/Command Net, 

(2) Telephone service to all units and sections of the battalion 
VF.S inproved with the ins tall" tl on of a more versatile switchboard 
system (employing two SB-Ö68s), with prinrry problem areas being in the 
disruption of the lines themsc'ives by he^vy earth moving eruioment 
brought in by engineers for area improveinent.    This heavy equipment «IBO 
destroyed a 25-pair Air Fcrce c^ble, and knocked out many class "A" or 
"C" Subscribers in the ha.ttilion area.    Due to a reduced repair force 
which lacked sufficient teams of repi irmen to provide Quicker service 
for priority designator subscribers, there was -serious interruption 
of phone service to the brttalion. 

(3) Battalion perimeter security was imprcved by eraoloying a 
primary wire system to the battalion S-2, backed up by AN/fHC-ZS radios 
in contact with the Battalion Operations Center (DOC).    The system was 
reversed rfter some experimentation,    and the AN/PRC-25s were employed 
as the primary means of comnunication, and were backed up by the wire 
lines to S-2, 
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(1) ClasB Hit Fuel consxinption r^te of the AAI'. refueling point 

at Han Tan Increased from 300O gallons to 4000 gr lions of JP-A per week 
during thle reporting period. This 25^ increase is due to in increase 
of airmobile operations being conducted in the Ham Tan are«. A weekly 
flight has been coordlnrted Kith the 526th Ouarternsstar Coopeny to 
resupply fuel to the <\AL\ as necessary. An operntional lord of 10,000 
gallons of JP-A is currently maintained at this location. 

(2) CIASS Vt    Additional guide-line figures have been received from 
Headquarters, 12th Combat Aviation Croup to be used in coraDuting battalion 
basic load and storcge levels pnd are being maintained accordingly. 
This chenge incorporates the basic load of erch unit with the currentlv 
authorized operational load and allows for. better nenagement of the 
amount of amrmmition at the battalion ammunition point.    The new wr- 
herds XM-229 (17.5 lbs) and the proximity fuse (XM-W9) rre now author-' 
ized for operational use, and aro bAing stocked at the nmnunition point. 
Beginning next ouarter, ansnunition will be reouisitioned ?nd distributed 
on the basis of 1*0$ K-229 and 60^ M-1 51.   It is rnticipated thot 10 to 
1% of the H-lSI's will be eouipped with the XM-429 proximity fuse. 

(3) Construction;    New vert ion 1 construction completed during this 
reporting period consisted of two wooden buildinps 20' x 100'.    These 
buildings will be used as flight pi?toon strndby rnd eoulpraent storpge 
buildings. 

(a) The- engineers have programed the replacement of 33 aircraft 
rovetments which were originally constructed utillzinfr CBU containers 
and sandbags.   Estimated completion dpte at this time is unknown. 

(b) During this period twc dr.jrrooins pnrt an orderly room were 
completed under this self-help program.   The ammunition suooly point 
has been graded '»nd the pmraunition storage point has bern relocated. 

m.   Safety 

(1) During the period 1 August 1968 through 31  Cctobar 1960, the 
145th Ccabat Aviation Battalion oxperlenced four mp Jor accidents ^nd 
four incidents in 43>835" flying hours.   This was for p rpte of 9.1 per 
100,000 flying hours. 

(2) The air traffic control, with its full complement of radios 
is now in operation twenty-four hours a day.    /Iso, to further rid •» 
pilots r. large vdnd sock wra pi- ced'ln the southwaet portion of the Pir- 
field. 

(3) Helicopter revetment <'>rens «re no longer referred to by 
individual compp.ny names.    Instead, every lane hrs a number painted 
on each end and pilots request t-^keoffs end landinps to and from a 
particular lane.   This wns necessary for two repsonst   (a) It Is the 
only method which allows the tower to positively control trpffic on 
the heliport, and (b) pilots, who ?re not familiar with the field, 
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can eaaily be directed to pny given rr«?1« 

n.   Flight Stp.ndflrdjgp.tion 

(1) During this reporting period the prinpry trpininp »»nd 
standardizfttion hrs been focueed tcunrd the initial in-country 
orientation and the nrking of now IP/SIP.    This tr^ininp is pccopliehed 
as noch as possible at unit level.   A training progrnn is in propress ' 
at this time to pive each unit t minimum of one SIP pnd three IP's. This 
should prove beneficial in keeping their training .-»nd at^ndardiBetion 
up to date. 

(2) Problems still exist in the availability of mrlified, 
experienced pilots capable of performing instructor and st^ndprdizftion 
pilot duties.   The majority of the repl?cement pvirtors are recent 
flight-school graduates and reouire in excess'of six months to gpin 
sufficient experience to perform these duties.   The pssignment of more 
experienced aviators would greatly enhance the effectiveness of s sound 
flight standardization program. 
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2.    (G)   Seotlon 2. 
«WFIOENTMi 

wmHm IMMüM 

a«   Puraonnelt   Rotation pi^cedur© of Royal Australia» Navy Ela&ent 

(1) OBSERVATIONi    The Australian personnel z ctatloo wae broken 
into two stages, fifty percent, of the change oocured on 10 Sep 68, and 
the final stage was completed on 15 Oct 66* 

(2) EVALUATION:    The two-phase method of change over was very 
satisfactory and no decrease in unit capability was observed, 

(3) RECCMKEHDATION:    That this method of rotation continue to 
be enployed by the Australian contingent in the future. 

b.   C^erationat 

(1) AB-1G Support at Night 

(a) OBSERVATION: When flown at night either in support of gro- 
und elements or on the firefly mission, the AH-1G offers many advantages 
over the older and slower UH-1C gunship« 

(b) EVALUATIONt   As a replacement for the ÜH-1D (high ship) on 
firefly the Increased visibility from the frort seat enables the mission 
oonnander to better observe the othar monbors of his team«    It also of- 
fers a better station for navigation and target acquisition.   When used 
in the lor ship modp of the fire team, it is again flown in a similar 
manner as tho UH-1C gunshlp.    It is flown at airspeeds which vary fron 
20 1TiQts to 100 knots with altitudes ranging from tree top to AOO feet 
absolute.   With its ability to carry a combination of different weapons 
it la a far more vorsitlle aircraft.    In tho mini-hog or heavy-hog eon- 
figuration it bA3 tho added capability of carrying both the 17 lb rock- 
ets far reinforced structures or sempans and 10 lbs rockets with tho 
proximity fuzes for personnel in the open,    its increased power avail- 
able to the pilot makes the Cobra more nanuverable at lower speeds.   The 
only problems encountered when using the Cotra at night ere the unrelia- 
bility of the attitude Indicator and tho reflections on the canopy fron 
the gunners instrument panel.    It his been found that turning the gunner's 
inetrumont lights off and the pilots lights down to the lowest possible 
level will reduce tho glare to a satisf aotory level« 

(o)   REGCICODATIONt    That the AH-1G Cotra be used more in 
night operations, both in support of ground forces and on the firefly 
idssion.   That all pilots be advised of the problems encountered when 
flying the Cobra at night and the steps discussed above for eliminating 
them« 

(2) In-Betweon Post Flights 

(a)    OBSERVATIONt    Post flight inspections during the day will 
aid in detection of potential hazards. 
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(b) EVALUATION:   During on oporatlonal day, assault haliooptor 

oonponias shutdown several tluee between iusartlons, extrat;tions, and 
repostioning of ground troops«    During tkoco shut down periodf a thoroui- 
gh "in-betwoon" post flight should bo oonducted,   Uhon oarzded out 
properly they can detect potential hcizcrds such as clogged barrier 
filters, loose bearings of control slocves, low or enpty oil levels* 
Che or more transnlsslon inspection panels should be pulled, and with 
the crew observing In the hell hole end through the inspection port, 
the aircraft should be run to flight idle, 

(c) RECCMSKDATIONJ   Biat all units carry out post flight 1ns- 
poctions.during the day when the situation peraits* 

(3)    Jettison Devices for 2.75" FFAR Pods 

(a) OBSERVATIONi    During this wot season, units of this bat- 
talion have experienced numerous rocket pod jettison failures, both 
electrical and mechanical, 

(b) EVALUkTIQN:    Due to tho urmsur.Uy wet and humid seasons 
here, a through and daily inspection of thu rocket pod jettison is nec- 
essary to insure proper operation of tho so devices under umergoncy 
conditions.   A tbonouch Inopaeticu ocs dctoct binding in the mechanical 
devices and ftayed or worn wlros on tho electrical devices. 

(o)   RECCMMENDATION:   That all units have their armed plitoon 
pilots conduct thorough and daily inspections of rocket pod jettison 
equipnont. 

(4.)    Crew Chief and Gunner Seat placenent in UH-1C 

(a) OBSERVATION:    Tho standard scatin- arrangouont in the UH-1C 
gunship con be ixproved by relocating tho crow chief's and gunnerls seats. 

(b) EVAUMIQnt    Tbc crow chlof und gunner on a UH-IC gunship 
have a very limited fieM of vision from tho present seat location.    They 
cannot observe to tho front clearly due to the pilots se&b location and 
their view to the rear is obstructed ty the firewall.   They cannot shoot 
to the front unless they lean outside of the aircraft.   The seats can be 
moved forward approximately 12 inches and tvnrnod at an angle so that the 
crew Members ore facing approxlnatcly A5 degrees from the front of the 
aircraft.   There arc crplc tlodown points to secure tho seats.   Prom this 
position they can easily p]r co effective fire anywhere from tho front of 
tho aircraft to tho roar.    They have bettor observation capabilities and 
they do not have to lean out of the aircraft as for to see to the rear. 

(c) FBOCMMF.NDATION:   That all units using UH-IC gunships give 
consideration to this uethod of placement of the gunner's and crew chief's 
seats. 

(5)    Increased Firepower For the Snoke Helicopter 
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(a)   OBSERVATION:   Standard atok» ahip configuration doea net 

provida adäquat« at^preaaive firepower. 

(b) EVALUATION:    To be effactive the enofce dlspeneing ahip anat 
fly loia-leval in cloao prcodinity to the area that presents the greatest 
threat to the flight and as a result it is more subject to the effeHa 
of enengr groundflre than are the lift ehlpa that art being screened. 
The M^O's preaently utilised provide a snail amount of coverage to the 
eidea and rear of the aircraft«    Twin mounted M-60 door guns mounted on 
each aide of the aircraft supplemented by a free gun manned by a third 
gunner equipped with a monkey strap will provide the additional fire»* 
power to suppress close to the aircraft,' The free gun can move to the 
door that needs the additional firepower, 

(c) RECOMMENDATION:   That all units adopt this method of iA~ 
creasing the firepower available to the smoke dlspeneing helicopters. 

(6) Use of VT Puzed Rockets 

(a) OBSERVATION: Rockets with the prcodnlty fuss are very^ 
effective for LZ preparation, but the restrictlone on their use near* 
friendly forcee dictates the need for special planning for their uae. 

(b) EVALU/VTION:    VT fused rockets cannot be employed close to 
LZ'e while the lift ships tre landing.    The UH-1C gunshlp cannot ndx 
its rocket load.   This msana that If VT rockets are loaded they must 
normally be enyloyed prior to landing.   When the VT Is used it should 
be used aa close to touch down as possible in order to achieve nsxJinum 
shock action,   Qne method of achieving najdmum utiliaation of the VT 
warhead is to use rne rocket ship with XM-159 pods leaded with VT fuzes 
and three XH-SI equipped aircraft lorded with HE rockets with the super 
quick fuzes,   A EFT with the'SM-21 system recons the landing «one and 
does a limited recon by fire.   The second fire team with the rocket ehlp 
escorts the lift sMps.    The LZ is narked initially by the III and 
subsequently by the C«C from altitude.    The LPT'on the LZ recon pulls 
out early to join the formation.   On long final, the rocket ship moves 
in fTont of the formation, salvoing his rocket* several pair «t a 
time.    With this technique he can cover the LZ,   After eaqaending on 
this rocket run, the rocket ship lnmadistely departe to rapidly re- 
arm at the «lösest point.    This Is normally at the PZ, whore rockets 
are prepoeitloned.    In the mean time the flight is covered by the 
heavy fireteam loaded with HE rockete, 

(c) RECOMMENDATION:   This method of emplpymsnt of rockets 
has proven highly effective inchily op*rations and It is recommended 
that other units give it consideration. 

(7) Break-Up of Flights Upon Mission Terndnatlon 

(a)    OBSERVATION;   Upon completion of a eonbat assault mission, 
the flights have been separating into individual aircraft for return 
flights to their home station, 
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(b) OTALUmONt   All aviators assigned to the U5th Coriwt 'vla- 

tlon Battalion are required to mlntaln a ndrdmBi of four U)   hours per 
month of "hood" tine or InBtrumsnt training.   On* of the most opportune 
tines to obtain a part of thia required trrihingis on the return flight 
from an operational area to the hos» stntlon.   By following this method 
of returning, it allows the avirtor na opportunity to wlntain his pro- 
ficiency of instrument flying rs well AS giving hin a break teem the 
strain of fonmtion flying.    It is felt thrt this ^practice providee an 
incroaeed safety nrrgln by not requiring fatigued a victors to conduct 
unnecessary foraation flight» 

■, 

(c) RECOMMEINDATION:    Due to the vrlurble instrtunent training 
obtained and the added safety margin gained, it is recomnended that All 
companies practice this method of returning from an operational area« 
It is further recommended that an interval of at least ?-4 minutes be 
taken between aircraft, as'an added safety precaution while participat- 
ing in instrument training. 

(8) Utiliz.-'.tion of Pathfinders 

(a) OBSERVATION:   Smooth operation of the PZ's'has reaffirmed 
continued use of our Pathfinders in Airmobile Operations. 

(b) EVALUATION: The air mission connander in an Pirmobile 
operation should be fully nvr.re that he hns the responsibility to the 
ground conur.nder to deliver and/or extract his troops to «nd from the 
designated LZ's in the least amount of time according to the tactic« 1 
situation. Any delay in a rapid buildup of troops in the LZ or any ' 
delay in the extractions enn result in unnocessrry loss of personnsl, 
or avir.ticr assets. This can only be accomplished if the ground com- 
mander has set up the PZ according to procedures used by the pvirtlon 
unit, Enployment of the pathfinder team minimizes «iny delay encount- 
ered In the PZ. 

(c) RECOMMENDATION;    Thrt Pathfinders be used more extensively 
in airmobile operations.    In doing so, the aviation comrarnder is assured 
the coafcat operation vdll be conducted in Am efficient nrnner without 
the loss of tin» and ua-ecessary confusion. 

(9) Ky-28/TSEC Equipment 

(a) OBSERV/TION:   When the Ky-28 is inetailed in the ÜH-1, und- 
er the primary MWO which facilitates the employment of the KY-ZS, there 
is no provision for P.M. volume control. 

(b) EVALUATION:    It Is necessary to install some means of con- 
trolling the P.M. volume of the Ky-28,' otherwise the volume will be mnv- 
liaum at all timss.    Thus, at this time, the only possible way to control 
the volume is with the uee of the 0-1611.   This should be changed so 
that the potentiometer on the P.M. control head could be utilised for 
volume control. 

13 
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tmmiu. 
(e)   KBOOMOMDAnDiri   It la wo—ndid thftt aU WW riroMft 

tanrlni tha S-28 laftallad b* oodlflad In aocordanea with tha lataria 
MK) M notad in Ineloaura #4. 

c»   MtlBtanRneat   Nona 

d,   Sftfetjr:    Nona 

<^*-MSu)*J&^ 
G/JiALD L. VALDBON 
LTD, AT 
CoanAndlng 
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AVQC-SC (11 Nov 68) lit Ind 
SUBJKTt    Operational Report of 145th Combat Aviation Battalion for 

Period Ending 3^ October 1966 (RCS CSFOR-65) (RI) (U) 

DA, HEADQUARTERS,  12TH COMBAT AVIATION GROUP, APO    96266   20 November I960 

TO:    Connanding General, II Field Force Vietnam, ATTNt    AVFBG-RB-H, APO   96266 

1. In compliance with AR 525-15 and USARV Regulation 525-15f two 
copiee of eubject report are forwarded. 

2. ThU headquarters has reviewed subject report and the following 
cooment is made:    Reference paragraph 1 i (2) (a):    Date time groupe 
are reversed« 

3«    Concur with all other conments and recommendations. 

FOR THE COMMANDER: 

Captain, Infantry 
Aset Adjutant 
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▲Vno-U-I   (11 IOT 66)   2Bd lad 
SüBJiOTi   Operational lapert of 145th Oo*at ATiatlon Battalion for 

Porlod kdlac 31 Ootobor 1966 (108 CSIOR - 65) (IX) (V) 
(not woAk) 

Mt Bft U PFOHCSTf AR) San fraaeisoo 96266       | nr» «gft 

TBEUi   Oo—iniUng Qonoral» lot ATiatlon Brigad«, ATOTi   ATfBA-C, APO 9630? 

Oo—ndlng Qonoral, 08 Angr Ylotnaa, ARVi   ATOXMS» APO 96379 

OowonilaT In-Ohiof, TO Anqr Paeifio, ATWi    0F0P-0I» APO 96538 

TO 1       Aaalotaat Ohiof of Staff for fbroo Btrolopaant, Ooportant of tho 
Angr» Vaahlngton, B.C. 20310 

1*   Stibjoot report it formrdod. 

2*   fhli hoadqnartors haa roTionod and oonours with tho Operational Boport* 
Looaono Ltarnod of tho 145th Goriftat ATiatlon Battalion» for tho period 
ending 31 Ootobes 1968, aa Indoreed« 

I0R THB OOMttnflBi 

#6 
aaFORY 
1LT, AGC 

AG 
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AVBA-C (11 Nov 68)   3d Isd 
SUEJSOTi   Operational Report of 145th Combat Aviation Battalion for Period 

lading 31 October 1968 (RCS CSFCR-65) (Kl) (U) (UlCt   UCYNAA) 

fit, »ADOJARXBS, 1ST AVIATION ERIGAIS, APO 96384 | DEC 1968 

THRUt    Comnandlng General, United States Army Vietnam, ATTNt   AVHGC-DST 
IPO 96375 
Cooaander-in-Chief, United States Amy Pacific, ATTNt   (ffCP-OT, 
APO 96558 

TDt       Aesietant Chief of Staff for Force Development, Department of tl» 
Amy, Washington, O.G., 2O3L0 

1«   (U)    This headquarters has reviewed this report, considers It to be 
adequate, aid concurs with the contents. 

2, (C)    The folloKLng additional comnents are considered pertinent« 

a. Paragraph 2b(5), page 11.    Concur except for the free gin for 
addlticnal fire power.   A free gun which can be moved from door to door 
becomes a potential hazard in itself, particularly in the heat of battle 
when the guiner would probably move the loaded weapon through the cockpit. 
The twin mounted M-60 machine guns should be sufficient for euppressivs 
fire with additional protection provided by an armed helicopter. 

b. Paragraph 2b(9), page 13.    An interim MUD to provide for FK 
volume control at the C-3835 (FM) Control Head was established.   This 
MWO resulted from the EOOM study and re-design, and subsequent prototype 
installation in two 145th CAB aircraft. 

3. (U)    1 Incloeure, as stated on 2d Indorsement, is in error and should 
be 4 Inolosures. 

FOR THE COlfriANIERt 
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AVHGC-D3T (U Nov 68}   4th Ind (C) 
SUBJBCTi   Opsratlonal Report of 145th Combat Aviation Battalion for poriod 

fading 31 Ootobar 1968 (RCS CSFOR-65) (Rl) (U) (UZCt   WCXNAA) 

HBADQüABTBRS, UNITED STATES AEMT, VIETNAM, APO San Francisco    9637512 JAN 1969 

TO»    Coanandar in Chief, United States Army, Pacific, ATTNt    GPOP-DT, 
APO   96558 

1. (U)   This haadquartars has reviewed the Operational heport-Lessons 
Learned for the quarterly period ending 31 October I960 from Headquarters, 
145th Combat Aviation Battalion. 

2. (C)    Conments followi 

a. (C)   Referenee item concerning AH-1G support at night, page 10, 
paragraph 2b(l).    Nonconcur.    The  frequency and technique of employment 
of the AH-1G in night operations is a tactical decision to be determined 
by the eonmander's .analysis of the factors of METT,   Imposition of a 
command wide policy would interfere with a conmander's flexibility in 
responding to mission re uirements.    The current problems of unreliable 
attitude indicators and reflections on the canopy from bright instrument 
lights are recognized, and must be emphasised in aviator training at all 
echelons. 

b. (C)   Reference item concerning crewchlef and gunner seat placement 
in UH-1C, page U, paragraph 2b(4).   Nonconcur.    For safety reasons, all 
four legs of the seat must be securely Inserted into the positive lock 
studs of ths tie down position.    This is not possible in the seat placement 
described in the above evaluation. 

c. (C)   Reference item concerning firepower for the smoke helicopter, 
page 11, paragraph 2b(5) and 3d Indorsement, paragraph 2a.    Concur with the 
3d Indorsement, paragraph 2a.    The free gun is considered unsafe to move 
between stations.   TWin gun mounts for each side of the aircraft are not 
presently in stock, nor have they been flight tested or approved by AMC for 
use.    The XM-39 subsystem (.50 cal) Is presently under development for this 
type fire suppression and should be available in theater by 4th quarter FT 69. 

d. (C)   Reference item concerning break up of flight upon mission 
termination, page 12, paragraph 2b(7).    Concur.    This method of maintaining 
Instrument proficiency while returning from operational areas is compatible 
with the provisions of U3ARV Heg 95-25» dated 3 Februaiy 1968. 

• 
FOR THE COMMANDER: 

^ 

Qy furm 
HQ 1st Avn 9de 
HQ 145th CAB 

W. C. ARNIZ 
CPT, AGO 
Assistant Ad 
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GPOP-DT (11 »ov 68)    5th lud (U) 
SOBJICT:    Operational Report of HQ,  145th Cbt Avn Bn for Period Ending 

31 Octobar 1968, RCS CSPOa-65 (tl) 

HQ, US Army, Pacific, APO San Pranciaco 96558 23 JAN 1968 

TO:    Aaaiatant Chiaf of Staff for Porca Davalopaent, Dapartaant of tha 
Anqr, Waahington, D. C. 20310 

Thia haadquartara haa avaluatad aubjact raport and forwarding indoraa- 
■anta and concura in tha raport aa indorsed. 

POK TU CdMAllDBt III CHI BP: 

O/Hiatf—- 
C I. SHORIT 
CPT, AGC 
AtttAO 
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CONFIDENTIAL 
IMTERIM KY - 28 MODIFICATION 

With th« coBblnad «fforti of the LSI Team at Blan Hoa, tha ECOM paraonnal 
•t Long Blan, and Signal and Avlonlca paraonnal of tha lA5th Combat Avi- 
ation Battalion, tha following Interim MHO was designed and tested with 
mere than aat la factory results. 

1. Check behind pedestal and locate wire RF 451A22 going to Tt 20, 
terminal #2. Cut wire. 

2. Locate wire RF 404B22 coining from P2107, Pin JJ. Cut wire. 

3. Disconnect wire RF 451B22 fron Pin N, P 2107 

4. Run end of wire RF 451A22 coming.from TB 20, Terminal #2, to 
P2107, Pin N. 

5. Splice other end of wire RF 451A22 going to P2202, Pin F, onto 
end of RF 4S1B22 going to P 2107, Pin JJ. 

6. Splice end of RF 404B22 coming from J2201, Pin G, to end of 
RF 4S1B22 going to J2202, Pin F. 

7. Find RF 450B22 coming from P 2107, Pin KK. Cut wire. 

8. Connect side of RF 450B22 to Pin KK, P2107 to Pin 2, TB 26. 

9. Insulate and tie off other end of RF 450B22. 
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Operational    Report •■ Leieons Learned, Hq, 145th Combat Aviation Battalion, 
Period Ending 31 October 1968 (Ö) 

irfy»»*r 

^jnramnmg Un^L*J!fty^. ^n i
count*gtn>ugg<ncy operatlonB. 1 Aug to 31 Get 68  

CO,  145th Combat Aviation Battalion 

I WWW PWI 
11 llov 68 

». *moj*CT HO. 

26 
rs. MO. or nir* 

N/A 
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684104 

OTMCn NCPOMT NO«M RGv HB» 
Ml« f»|wr(> 

SSSMS Mal SSf M m»»l0f4 

10. OltTniSUTIOM •TATBMBNT 

*UF»LBMBMT«IIV MOTS» 

N/A 

II. •POMMNINa MICITARV  ACTIVITV 

0ACSF0R, DA, Washington, D.C.  20310 
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